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SPRING TERM 2024 – WEEK 11

BUILDING A COMMUNITY

THAT IS HOLY (3)

“Being a Pastor
isn’t stressful”
Duncan (aged 23)
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CHRISTLIKENESS

 JUSTIFICATION – BEING PUT RIGHT (MADE

RIGHTEOUS) THROUGH THE BLOOD OF JESUS
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 JUSTIFICATION – BEING PUT RIGHT (MADE

RIGHTEOUS) THROUGH THE BLOOD OF JESUS

 GLORIFICATION – BEING WELCOMED IN TO THE

NEW CREATION WHEN JESUS RETURNS

 SANCTIFICATION – BEING MADE MORE LIKE

JESUS DAY BY DAY
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17 NOW THE LORD IS THE SPIRIT, AND WHERE THE

SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS, THERE IS FREEDOM. 18 AND

WE ALL, WHO WITH UNVEILED FACES

CONTEMPLATE THE LORD’S GLORY, ARE BEING

TRANSFORMED INTO HIS IMAGE WITH EVER-
INCREASING GLORY, WHICH COMES FROM THE

LORD, WHO IS THE SPIRIT. 

2 CORINTHIANS 3
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1 FOLLOW GOD’S EXAMPLE, THEREFORE, AS

DEARLY LOVED CHILDREN 2 AND LIVE A LIFE OF

LOVE, JUST AS CHRIST LOVED US AND GAVE

HIMSELF UP FOR US AS A FRAGRANT OFFERING

AND SACRIFICE TO GOD.
3 BUT AMONG YOU THERE MUST NOT BE EVEN A

HINT OF SEXUAL IMMORALITY, OR OF ANY KIND

OF IMPURITY, OR OF GREED, BECAUSE THESE ARE

IMPROPER FOR GOD’S HOLY PEOPLE. 4 NOR

SHOULD THERE BE OBSCENITY, FOOLISH TALK OR

COARSE JOKING, WHICH ARE OUT OF PLACE, BUT

RATHER THANKSGIVING.

5 FOR OF THIS YOU CAN BE SURE: NO
IMMORAL, IMPURE OR GREEDY
PERSON – SUCH A PERSON IS AN
IDOLATER – HAS ANY INHERITANCE IN
THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST AND OF
GOD. 6 LET NO ONE DECEIVE YOU
WITH EMPTY WORDS, FOR BECAUSE OF
SUCH THINGS GOD’S WRATH COMES
ON THOSE WHO ARE DISOBEDIENT.
7 THEREFORE DO NOT BE PARTNERS
WITH THEM. EPHESIANS 5
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18 FLEE FROM SEXUAL IMMORALITY. ALL OTHER

SINS A PERSON COMMITS ARE OUTSIDE THE BODY, 
BUT WHOEVER SINS SEXUALLY, SINS AGAINST THEIR

OWN BODY. 19 DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT YOUR

BODIES ARE TEMPLES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO IS

IN YOU, WHOM YOU HAVE RECEIVED FROM

GOD? YOU ARE NOT YOUR OWN; 20 YOU WERE

BOUGHT AT A PRICE. THEREFORE HONOUR GOD

WITH YOUR BODIES. 

1 CORINTHIANS 6

HOW TEMPTING IT FEELS TO WATER DOWN THE

GOSPEL, TO MAKE IT MORE PALATABLE TO

MODERN EARS, TO LOWER THE DEMANDS, TO

REMOVE THE MORE CHALLENGING BITS. TO MAKE

IT SUPERFICIALLY MORE ATTRACTIVE. DO ALL THIS

AND SURELY THE CHURCH WILL GROW?

MARK PARSONS



17/03/2024

THAT’S NOT THE LESSON OF THE EARLY CHURCH. THEY
RUTHLESSLY PURSUED HOLINESS AND A DEVOTION TO
FOLLOWING THEIR LORD COME WHAT MAY. AND
THAT HOLINESS WAS SO TANGIBLE THAT IT SET THEM
APART FROM THE WORLD AROUND THEM. AND EVEN
THOUGH NO ONE DARED JOIN THEM, PEOPLE WERE
STRANGELY DRAWN IN, AND THE CHURCH GREW

MAYBE HOLINESS IS THE MISSING KEY TO CHURCH
GROWTH?

MARK PARSONS
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REPENT, THEN, AND TURN TO GOD, SO THAT YOUR SINS
MAY BE WIPED OUT, THAT TIMES OF REFRESHING MAY
COME FROM THE LORD

ACTS 3:19


